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A redesigned, applied programme.

Our MA International Banking and Finance programme is designed to offer you a challenging course that
prepares you for an advanced career in the financial services management, including marketing, product
development, compliance and regulation.

It also appeals to people who need to gain an understanding of how the financial services sector functions in
order to better serve their clients and boost their own knowledge.

The new parallel MA and MSc degrees in International Banking and Finance allow you to choose between a
more managerial MA degree and a more technical MSc degree.

Overview

The philosophy of this modern programme is ‘real
world’. It has been mapped against the sector’s core
body of knowledge and enables you to confidently
apply financial and managerial concepts to practical
issues – facilitated through the use of market data,
relevant case studies and workshops, and further
enhanced by guest speakers from the industry. At the
same time, we develop critical minds that question
academic theory and financial practice. In this way, we
aim to provide you with a banking and finance toolkit of
transferable skills suitable for a variety of careers.

Who should apply?

Recent graduates who seek to expand their
knowledge of banking and finance and develop
their bank management skills to enter a career at
an advanced level.
Professionals in the finance sector who want to
update their skills, gain a new and modern degree
and potentially use it for enhancing their careers.
Graduates and professionals from related sectors
seeking to expand their skills and learn how these
skills can be applied in the field of banking and
finance.
Graduates who seek research training in banking
and finance in order to proceed to the research
degrees of MPhil and PhD.

Modes of study

Full-time students study four modules per semester
and normally complete their dissertation within twelve
to 18 months after their start of studying.

Part-time students normally study two evening
modules over four semesters. After that, they have six
to 24 months to finish their dissertation.

The programme commences in September. Semester 1
runs from September to December, semester 2 from
January to April.

Key Benefits

- ‘Real World’-oriented learning with a
practical emphasis

- Up-to-date content and ‘hot topics’ keep
your studies relevant

- Networking opportunities
- Guest speakers from the local financial

sector and further afield
- Specialised knowledge of banking and

finance distinguishes you from graduates
with more general qualifications

- Learn tools and techniques to enhance
your career progression



Structure and Assessment

This programme comprises of six compulsory and
two optional modules, followed by a research-
based dissertation.
You will be assessed by a wide range of methods in
order to develop your abilities and skills.
The dissertation can be directly applied to a work-
based issue or form part of an IBS research project.
You will earn 15 credits for each module success-
fully completed and an additional 60 credits on
completion of your dissertation.
You will graduate with the MA in International
Banking and Finance when you gain a total of 180
credits. Alternatively, if you exit the programme
with just 60 or 120 credits you will be awarded the
Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma
in International Banking and Finance respectively.

Teaching, Learning and Research

Most modules are taught in 2-hour sessions
comprising lectures, seminars, or tutorials. You are
expected to complement these sessions with
further provided reading and tutorial practice.
You will be taught by our full-time academic staff
and some highly qualified industrial experts.
Guest speakers within and outside lectures
complement your learning experience.
Our postgraduate programmes also draw on the
research carried out by our full-time and
associated academics. The MA programme is
closely related to the Centre of Applied Research
in Banking, Finance and Regulation, and you will
have the opportunity to write your dissertation in
conjunction with the research centre.

Work placement

International students wishing to gain work experience
in one of the world’s leading offshore financial centres
can apply for a fully paid 3-months work placement
during the summer months.

International Students

We are delighted and proud to have welcomed students
from many countries around the world at the IBS. Our
academic staffs come from four different continents,
too. We appreciate the diversity of experiences, values
and beliefs at our institution.

We make every effort to create a welcoming and
supporting atmosphere at the IBS. We can assist you
with finding accommodation and home stay and give
you a thorough induction to the IBS and the island. We
provide you with information about social groups and
activities, work and additional classes.

Our enthusiastic personal tutors will be able to help (or
guide you to help) with any academic, personal or social
issues. Please talk to us at any time if you have any
questions or concerns.

Mature students

We welcome students with professional experience
who may have been away from formal education for
some time. Often, your experience stimulates
interesting debates in our classes and makes the
content more relevant. The curriculum is designed to
utilise your professional expertise and gradually update
your academic skills at the same time. Additional
support is available where required. Please talk to us at
any time if you have any questions or concerns.

Entry Requirements
At least one of the following:

University degree, or
Professional qualification plus appropriate work
experience, or
5+ years relevant managerial experience in lieu of
formal qualifications.

AND for candidates whose first language is not English:
An IELTS score of 6 or TOEFL score of 560 (or
equivalent evidence of English language
capability).

How to apply

Application forms are available from our homepage and our admissions team:

Isle of Man International Business School, The University Centre, Old Castletown Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM2 1QB
T: +44 (0)1624 693700 F: +44 (0)1624 665095 E: enquiries@ibs.ac.im W: www.ibs.ac.im



Programme Structure

Stage 1 Postgraduate Certificate

You study four core modules. MSc and MA students take the following modules together:

Quantitative Methods (15)
This is a module in basic mathematics and statistics
underpinning the study of banking, economics and
finance. It introduces you to the statistical analysis tools
in Excel and other professional software.

International Financial Institutions and Markets (IFIM) (15)
IFIM provides you with a theoretical and practical
introduction to the world’s financial markets and the
assets traded on them, including equities, currencies,
interest rates and their derivatives. It also covers ‘hot
topics’ such as the impact of the Euro, and the recent
financial crisis.

Principles of Economics (15)
Using current economic events as case studies, this
module gives you a comprehensive introduction to
economic theory and policy and enables you to analyse
the various links between microeconomics,
macroeconomics and financial markets.

Theory of Finance (15)
Provides you with a thorough training in financial theory
and enables you to apply this knowledge in actual
investment decisions. It includes the microeconomics of
financial decision making, portfolio analysis and asset
pricing models, dividend policy and behavioural finance.

Stage 2 Postgraduate Diploma

Two Core Modules

Research Methods (15)
This module prepares you for the M.A. dissertation. It
reviews research philosophies, strategies and methods
for bank management, and equips you with the skills to
design, undertake and evaluate independent research.

Strategic Analysis and Direction (15)
Introduces you to the strategy process in the finance
sector. Analyses of your market environment and your
organisations’ resources and capabilities will help you to
implementing strategies and managing strategic change.

Two Options from the following:

Financial Statement Analysis (15)
Provides you with a practical foundation in the analysis of companies’ published financial statements including the use of ratio
analysis and related topics such as bond rating and credit scoring.

Advanced Corporate Finance (15)
Enables you for advanced analytical management of corporate finance, extending the knowledge gained in Theory of Finance.
This includes corporate governance, capital structure, investments under uncertainty and real options, mergers, demergers,
acquisitions and buy-outs, taxation, and other topics.

Risk Management (15)
Demonstrates how financial assets can be used in the management of financial risk and examines the use of option pricing
theory in the evaluation of investment decision making.

Strategic Marketing for Banking (15)
Enables you to understand the strategic role of marketing and the main techniques of marketing within the context of the
banking industry. You will learn to develop and critically evaluate marketing strategies; and to be aware of regulatory and
ethical issues in relation to marketing of financial services.

Financial Regulation and Compliance (15)
Provides the theoretical background to regulation of financial services, set that theory in context of regulation in the Isle of
Man, the UK and overseas, and facilitate the understanding of management approaches that will lead to more effective
compliance management operations.

Note: Whether an optional module will run or not will depend on demand and available resources.

Stage 3 MA International Banking and Finance

Dissertation (60)
You will write an extended piece of research work, of approximately 20,000 words, applying banking and financial concepts
and a variety of techniques to a practical issue or problem.

The programme has been validated by Liverpool John Moores University


